
Interview with David Richardson on matters relating to ACSU – 20 May 2014 

 

Question 1 – What is the ICC’s reaction to the recent leaks of confidential information in 

respect of investigations into corrupt activity?   

 

Obviously the ICC considers any leak of any kind of information to be an extremely serious matter, 

particularly, as in this instance, when the nature of the information that has found its way to the 

media is highly confidential and has been provided in tightly controlled circumstances by 

individuals to the ACSU as part of ongoing investigations.  We are taking all steps available to us 

to urgently investigate how certain information in the form of statements has come to find its way 

into the media, so that we can provide reassurances to the stakeholders within the sport so that they 

can continue to place their trust in the hands of the ACSU and the anti-corruption units of the 

respective Member Boards in protecting the integrity of the sport.   

 

However, given the nature and scope of the initial ACSU investigation to which this information 

relates, it was obviously necessary for certain parts of it to be provided to individuals outside of 

the ACSU, so that lines of inquiry could properly be completed.  Naturally, nobody that did not 

‘need to know’ that information was provided with any of it, so it is with grave disappointment 

that we find ourselves in this situation today.  We do believe that the internal protection 

mechanisms in place were complied with in this case, and an investigation is underway that we 

hope will provide an explanation for how certain confidential information has arrived in the hands 

of the journalists.  

 

Question 2 – This must be particularly disturbing to players such as Brendon McCullum 

who must have provided a statement believing he was doing so on a confidential basis. There 

have even been suggestions that McCullum himself may be under suspicion? 

 

Of course, we recognize that this is a deeply concerning development for the stakeholders in the 

fight against corruption in the sport of cricket, and we wish to emphasise that Brendon McCullum 

is not under investigation in this matter.  Whilst we have privately offered our full support to 

Brendon, we do so now publicly not only to confirm that, by assisting with the ACSU’s enquiries, 

he has acted quite properly in accordance with his responsibilities as a professional cricketer, but 

also correct any misperception that he is somehow under suspicion.  He is to be commended for 

his actions and we deeply regret that aspects of his statement are now in the public domain. 

 

Question 3 - Are the leaks of confidential information in any way related to the review of the 

ACSU that was recently announced? 

 

In a recent media release on 9 May 2014, we explained that, despite the ACSU’s position as a 

world leader in the fight against corruption in sport, we had engaged in the process of reviewing 

cricket’s anti-corruption strategy at both international and domestic level.   

 

The review was initiated in order to assess the sport’s collective approach to protecting itself 

against the threat of corruption at both the international level and the domestic level.  It is not only 

the ACSU whose operational structure is being assessed, but also the capability and resources of 

domestic member units, as well as the relationship between the two areas.  It was felt that due to 



the rapidly changing landscape in cricket, arising out of the proliferation of domestic T20 events 

which are understood to be the main area of risk of corruption at this time, and the incorporation 

of anti-corruption capabilities at the domestic level, it was the appropriate time to review the ACSU 

and the wider anti-corruption landscape, with a view to ensuring that, moving forward, cricket is 

in the best place possible to fight the scourge of corruption.  The review will include not just a 

review of the ACSU, but also its interrelationship with the domestic anti-corruption units set up 

by the Member Boards.  

 

That review has only just commenced and we look forward to liaising with our stakeholders over 

the coming months as part of that review, in order to determine whether cricket in general has the 

most appropriate structure in place to achieve the demands of its participants and viewing public 

that all forms of the sport are corruption-free.   

 

For the avoidance of doubt, the review of the ACSU is completely independent of the ICC’s recent 

restructuring and there is no link between the two.   

 

The fact that this global review is underway is not in any way linked to the recent leaks of 

confidential information into the public domain.  Although, of course, now that this has occurred, 

it seems inevitable and perfectly appropriate that the review will consider such matters as how 

confidential information is handled, shared and stored.    

 

Question 4 - What is the scale and scope of the ACSU’s investigations that have been revealed 

by the disclosed information? 

 

On 4 December 2013, in response to media speculation, the ACSU announced that it was carrying 

out an investigation into the activities of former New Zealand players in historic matches.  That 

investigation continues and, as is the position in respect of all other investigations, the ICC does 

not provide any public comment on the status or outcome at this time.  However, wherever there 

is sufficient evidence gathered that would support the prosecution of individuals under relevant 

anti-corruption regulations, the ACSU and its Member Boards are committed to taking all 

necessary action against individuals in order to protect the integrity of the sport for the benefit of 

the overwhelming majority of ‘clean’ participants and all of the other important stakeholders.        

 

Question 5 - Why have no players been charged in respect of the information contained in 

the disclosed statements? 

 

For confidentiality reasons, and in order not to jeopardise ongoing or future investigations, the ICC 

is not in a position to provide any information about whether players have been charged or not, or 

the status of any investigation.  However, as stated above, wherever there is sufficient evidence 

gathered that would support the prosecution of individuals under relevant anti-corruption 

regulations, the ACSU and its Member Boards are committed to taking the appropriate action.   

 

Question 6 – Is the ACSU investigating any international matches? 

 

The ACSU monitors all international matches throughout the year and engages in various other 

activities, pursuing lines of enquiry through investigations as and when appropriate.  .  In 



accordance with the standard media protocol, to preserve the anonymity of many of the individuals 

involved in those investigations and to avoid unnecessary media speculation, the ICC is not in a 

position to comment in any detail on the scope of its investigations or to name specific individuals 

or specific matches to which any investigation may relate. 

 

 

Question 7 - Is Lou Vincent under investigation?  What is he being investigated for?  Which 

other players have the ACSU interviewed? 

 

Other than to confirm, as is already public, that Lou Vincent has cooperated fully with the ASCU’s 

investigators, it would not be appropriate for the ICC to comment on his position at this stage.  Nor 

is the ICC in a position to identify any other individuals that may or may not have been interviewed 

as part of this, or any other investigation.      

 

Question 8 - How does the ICC react to media reports that Brendon McCullum has told the 

ACSU that there was an ICC official who advised him how to launder money through real 

estate in Dubai? 

 

Once again, it is not the place of the ICC to comment publicly on any ongoing investigation or in 

respect of any particular piece of evidence, unless exceptional circumstances justify us to do so.  

That said, we are happy that no ICC official (whether past or present) is under investigation is 

respect of Mr McCullum’s evidence, and that all lines of enquiry in respect of this investigation 

have either been completed, or will be done so in due course.   

 

Question 9 - How does the ICC work with its Member Boards to collectively fight 

corruption?  

 

The ACSU works extremely closely with the anti-corruption units that are in place within Member 

Boards in order to collectively fight corruption.  The ICC’s Anti-Corruption Code was developed 

in consultation with the Members and each of the ten Full Members has their own domestic anti-

corruption code which is based on the ICC’s Code.   Eight out of the ten Full Members also have 

their own anti-corruption unit which is tasked with enforcing and monitoring compliance with the 

Member’s own domestic anti-corruption code, and the ACSU assists and supports such domestic 

units as and when required. 

 

The ACSU is present at every bilateral international match and at all ICC events.  Further, the 

ACSU has also been present at domestic T20 leagues when invited and/or contracted by the 

relevant Member. 

 

Many investigations involve a variety of cross-border aspects.  In such cases, the ACSU liaises or 

collaborates directly with Members with a direct interest in the investigation or prosecution.  This 

can take a variety of forms, including the sharing of information and the sharing of resources in 

order to maximize investigative ability and efficiencies.  Where required, in particularly complex 

investigations, the ICC coordinates a unified strategy across the jurisdictions, working closely with 

its Members, and respecting that each of them has its own role and responsibility to protect the 

integrity of tournaments that are held within its own jurisdiction.  



 

Question 10 – Has the ACSU been successful since it came into existence in 2000? 

 

It is important not to measure the ACSU’s success, or otherwise, by the number of successful 

prosecutions that have been made since 2000.  Instead, it is fair to say that the diligent investigation 

of potential acts of corruption is only one part of the ACSU’s operational functioning.  Other 

significant areas of focus include disruption and dismantling, and deterrence and education.  Whilst 

we cannot in any way afford to be complacent in the fight against the menace of corruption, 

especially given the development of advanced technology, the increased amount of cricket being 

broadcast into unregulated betting markets, and the proliferation of domestic Twenty20 

competitions, we are confident that the ACSU’s activities over the years have played an enormous 

role in limiting the opportunities for corrupt participants to involve themselves in untoward 

activity.  We are satisfied that the overwhelming majority of players do not engage in any such 

activity and that they work closely with the ACSU in reporting any suspicious activity of which 

they become aware.   

 

Question 11 - What are the objectives of the ACSU? 

 

The primary objective of the ACSU is to provide a professional, permanent and secure 

infrastructure to act as a long-term deterrent to corruption in the game of cricket.  It does this 

through the following routes: 

 

 Ensuring the strict application and enforcement of the ICC’s Anti-Corruption Code and 

Minimum Standards for Players’ and Match Officials’ Areas. 

 Monitoring all international matches and ICC events for compliance with the Code and 

noting and following up on any suspicious activity. 

 Surveillance. 

 Swift and effective investigations of any alleged breaches of the Code. 

 Intelligence gathering and storage. 

 Education of players, support personnel and match officials on the threat of corruption in 

the sport, and their responsibilities under the Code. 

 Information and intelligence sharing and cooperation with the anti-corruption units at the 

domestic level. 

The ACSU has made very good progress since its inception in the fight against corruption, and 

this trend is continuing.  ACSU received a total of 472 intelligence reports in 2013, more than 

double the 222 it received two years earlier.  Over 1,300 individuals received anti-corruption 

education in 2013, and the increased number of reports made to the ACSU in 2013 indicates an 

increased awareness of the threat of corruption and how it can be addressed. 

 

A key part of the fight against corruption is through awareness and education, as well as prevention 

and action.  The ACSU engages players, relevant support personnel and match officials in detailed 

anti-corruption education which clearly identifies the action that is prohibited under the ICC’s 

Anti-Corruption Code, the consequences for anyone found guilty of breaching the Code, as well 



as providing examples of the types of behavior that they may encounter which they should be 

suspicious of. 

 

Question 12 - When it comes to modern methods of illegal betting, does the ACSU possess 

the technical and personnel expertise necessary to carry out effective surveillance or 

investigations? 

 

The ACSU has a vast amount of experience within its team, all of which is directly relevant to the 

operations it conducts.  In particular, the senior members of ACSU between them have over 140 

years of extensive, proven experience in investigations, with expansive networks of contacts 

derived from working in law enforcement and regulatory agencies. 

 

ACSU has also developed strong links to local law enforcement and investigating agencies in the 

ICC’s key territories.  This means that the ACSU is able to tap into these resources and experience 

as and when required.  Further, ACSU has developed strong links with other forensic and non-

governmental investigating agencies which again can be utilized where necessary.  This means 

that ACSU has available all the necessary experience and resources necessary to enable it to 

properly carry out its functions. 

 

Question 13 - Has the ACSU made operational adjustments to respond to the new 

environment in which it functions with respect to domestic T20 leagues?    

 

The ACSU constantly reviews and updates how it functions, and changes are introduced as and 

when necessary to respond to the way the threat of corruption presents itself.  This includes 

reviewing and increasing staffing levels, annual reviews of the Code and related documents, and 

reviews of the operating practices of the unit.  Recently, the ACSU has entered into a partnership 

with Sportradar, which assists in the monitoring and analysis of betting statistics, as well as 

entering into various MOUs with betting agencies and domestic law enforcement bodies for the 

sharing of information and intelligence.  The ACSU is also available for Member Boards to engage 

to carry out the anti-corruption functions at domestic T20 tournaments, subject to the ACSU’s 

availability at that time.  Indeed, over the last few years, the ACSU has been contracted by the 

relevant Member Boards to provide anti-corruption capabilities at the Indian Premier League, the 

Bangladesh Premier League, the Champions League T20 and the Sri Lanka Premier League. 

 

While ACSU acknowledges that the threat of corruption is always going to be an issue for the 

sport of cricket to deal with, the ACSU will take all possible steps to deal with the threat and 

prevent it from undermining the game. 

 

Question 14 - While domestic T20 leagues have provided lot of cricketers with earning 

opportunities and have promoted the sport, the ongoing investigations reflect that the risk 

of corruption has also increased in those areas.  What do you think needs to be done to 

control this? 

 

The ICC has consistently identified domestic T20 leagues as the form of cricket most at risk of 

corruption.  In order to address this risk, a great amount of time and resource is spent focusing on 

these leagues.  In particular, the anti-corruption education programmes and player awareness focus 



to a great extent on the risks posed by these leagues.  All ten Full Members now have a domestic 

anti-corruption code which covers domestic T20 leagues played under their jurisdiction.  In 

addition, the Full Members all have experienced and independent domestic anti-corruption 

capabilities in place to deal with the threat at the domestic level.   Anti-corruption measures are 

put in place at these domestic T20 leagues, and, as mentioned above, the ACSU is often engaged 

to provide the anti-corruption services for the leagues.  This has led to a number of players and 

support personnel reporting approaches and suspicions to the ACSU or the relevant domestic body, 

and following this up by providing evidence to support prosecutions.   

 

Further, in 2013 the ICC Board agreed to incorporate an enhanced set of principles for dealing 

with anti-corruption matters which deal specifically with jurisdictional matters to ensure that no 

one slips through any jurisdictional loopholes, and to support the mutual recognition of Member 

Board decisions by other Members and the ICC, and mutual recognition of ICC decisions by the 

Members.  These principles will be incorporated into a revised version of the ICC’s Anti-

Corruption Code to be introduced later this year. 

 

 

 

 

Question 15 – What is the ICC’s reaction to a recent study that has suggested that cricket is 

among the top two sports vulnerable to corruption.  

 

The ICC agrees that corruption is, without doubt, the biggest threat to the sport of cricket and the 

integrity of the game, indeed to all sports.  It is for this reason that the ICC places such emphasis 

on the fight against corruption and it has done since the creation of the ACSU in 2000.   

 

A greater understanding of the threat has undoubtedly made the threat look larger, and we have 

recently experienced a ‘downwards displacement’ of the risks of corruption from international 

matches to domestic matches, and, most particularly, to domestic Twenty20 matches.  But the 

ACSU is confident that it has evolved to ensure that it is capable of dealing with those threats head 

on, and the review of the anti-corruption strategy is simply part of the checks and balances in place 

to ensure that it maintains that position.   

 

Question 16 - Lastly, a lot of things have been said and written recently about corruption in 

cricket.  How will you reassure your stakeholders that every effort is being made to ensure 

the sport remains clean? 

 

The ICC can confirm that it is doing absolutely everything in its power to fight the threat of 

corruption in the sport and it will continue to do so.  We acknowledge that it is the single biggest 

threat to the viability and strength of the sport.  Those few unscrupulous individuals who choose 

to engage in corrupt practices threaten the very fabric, essence and integrity of a sport that is played 

honestly and fairly by the overwhelming majority of participants.  It is for this reason that the ICC 

has always had, and always will have, a zero tolerance approach to corruption in the game. 

 

In particular, the ICC is currently undertaking a full review of the ICC’s Anti-Corruption Code to 

strengthen it in light of the experiences to date and to make it relevant to the threat posed today.  



The revised Code is expected to be incorporated and come into effect later this year.  At the same 

time, a revised domestic template Code will be introduced, mirroring the ICC Code, for Members 

to adopt to ensure that the fight at all levels operates on the same basis. 

 

The ACSU will continue to seek to educate the players and all relevant participants through the 

education programme, adapting it where necessary to reflect the current threats posed.  It will 

continue to be proactive in initiating investigations, whether based on intelligence gathered by the 

ACSU itself, or from other sources.  And further, where those investigations provide evidence of 

breaches of the Code, the ICC will strongly pursue prosecutions against those involved.  As part 

of these investigations and prosecutions, the ACSU will continue to cooperate with domestic anti-

corruption units, as well as other relevant law enforcement and other agencies as required. 

 

Finally, to assist an effective anti-corruption programme, it is imperative that participants to 

continue to come forward and report approaches and suspicions that arise, pursuant to their 

obligation under the Code.  Obviously what has occurred over the past few days is extremely 

disturbing, but we repeat our assurances to all participants and all of the wider stakeholders in the 

game that this matter will be investigated thoroughly and that the operational safeguards and 

protocols that preserve the integrity of such information will be examined thoroughly.       

 

ENDS 


